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been lent to him by his father-in-law, Uyesugi
Sama. Little did he think how he was falling into
the trap laid for him by Kuranosuke, who, in his
zeal to slay his lord's enemy, thought nothing of
divorcing his wife and sending away his chil-
dren! Admirable and faithful man!

In this way Kuranosuke continued to throw
dust in the eyes of his foe, by persisting in his
apparently shameless conduct; but his associates
all went to Yedo, and, having in their several
capacities as workmen and peddlers contrived to
gain access to Kotsuke no Suke's house, made
themselves familiar with the plan of the building
and the arrangement of the different rooms, and
ascertained the character of the inmates, who
were brave and loyal men, and who were cowards;
upon all of which matters they sent regular re-
ports to Kuranosuke, And when at last it became
evident from the letters which arrived from
Yedo that Kotsuke no Suke was thoroughly off
his guard, Kuranosuke rejoiced that the day of
vengeance was at hand; and, having appointed a
trysting-place at Yedo, he fled secretly from Kioto,
eluding the vigilance of his enemy's spies. Then
the forty-seven men, having laid all their plans,
bided their time patiently.

It was now midwinter, the twelfth month of the
year, and the cold was bitter. One night, during
a heavy fall of snow, when the whole world was
hushed, and peaceful men were stretched in sleep